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Dear Members of Parliament and Senators,

We write to urge you to support legislation that will make it easier to send life-saving
medicine to developing countries and, in the process, reaffirm Canada’s history of
commitment to helping our fellow citizens of the world.

Five years ago, all Members of Parliament and Senators put aside their partisan
differences in supporting unanimously legislation creating Canada’s Access to Medicines
Regime (CAMR). They were courageous to do so. The developing world needs Canada
to demonstrate that same courage again now.

Everyday thousands of people in developing countries die of treatable diseases, including
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. Children are often among those hardest hit. Consider,
for example, that half of all children with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa die before the age
of two, and 80 percent die before reaching the age of five.

They die not because life-saving medicines do not exist. They die because these
medicines aren’t available to them and to their countries, at prices they can afford,
because of limited budgets and overwhelming needs. They die because they are too poor
to buy the medicines that those of us in wealthy countries so often take for granted.

Canada’s Access to Medicines Regime was created to lower the costs of these medicines
and make them more accessible. Its original intent remains clear: allow generic drug
manufacturers to compete to supply less expensive drugs to developing countries, by
obtaining a special licence and paying royalties to the patent-holding drug companies on
any such sales.

However, the current law is not working. To date, only one medicine has been sent to
one country in five years. No generic drug manufacturer in Canada, and no other
developing country, has indicated a willingness to go through the cumbersome process
again. As a result, more people are dying.

The good news is CAMR can be fixed to make it simpler for developing countries to get
more affordable medicines to help their people. Two bills are now before Parliament —
one in the Senate (Bill S-232) and the other in the House of Commons (Bill C-393) —
that, if passed, will:



= reduce red tape in the process by letting generic drug manufacturers fill multiple
orders of the same drug to different countries under one simple licence;

= maintain compensation by way of royalties paid to patented drug companies; and

= come at no cost to taxpayers.

At a time when Canada and Parliamentarians are facing a global economic slump and a
federal political environment of heightened partisanship, opportunities to rise above those
challenges and enact meaningful change in the world are rare. This is one of those
opportunities. Fixing Canada’s Access to Medicines Regime will follow through on
Parliament’s laudable promise to developing countries made five years ago. This change
will save lives.

We therefore ask you to please support Bill C-393 (in the House of Commons) and Bill
S-232 (in the Senate).
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