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JlocmarnHo u Ha MakeOOHCKU

MACEDONIA: GROUP WINS HIV AND RIGHTS AWARD

Advocacy on Behalf of Sex Workers, Drug Users Honored at
International AIDS Conference

(Vienna, July 20, 2010) — Healthy Options Project Skopje (HOPS) is the recipient
of the 2010 international Award for Action on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, the
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network and Human Rights Watch announced today. The
award, which recognizes outstanding individuals and organizations that protect the
rights and dignity of people living with or affected by HIV/AIDS, was presented in
Vienna on July 20, 2010, at the XVIII International AIDS Conference.

“Sex workers routinely face human rights abuses, including the discriminatory denial
of health services, arbitrary detention by police, harassment, and sexual and
physical violence,” said Richard Elliott, executive director of the Canadian HIV/AIDS
Legal Network (www.aidslaw.ca). “This award recognizes the tremendous
contribution of HOPS to seeking justice for sex workers and improving their access
to health, social, and legal services.”

Started in 1997 in Skopje, Macedonia, HOPS is a citizen association that initially
operated as Macedonia’s first needle exchange program. Since then, it has
successfully operated a range of harm-reduction programs, preventing the spread of
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted and blood-borne infections. It also operates
programs to foster social reintegration and re-socialization among youth and
vulnerable groups such as drug users and sex workers and their families.

“I am honored to accept this award on behalf of Healthy Options Project Skopje,”
said Vlatko Dekov, executive director of HOPS. “I am proud that our advocacy has
contributed to creating policy changes but furthermore, that our outreach activities
and drop-in center have encouraged safer behaviors among Macedonian sex
workers and helped create a sense of community and greater empowerment for sex
workers, people who use drugs, and other socially marginalized people.”

HOPS carried out a video advocacy campaign following a November 2008 police
raid targeting sex workers. Authorities forcibly tested those they detained for HIV and
hepatitis C virus and published photos and videos of the detained sex workers. The
campaign drew international attention and opened a dialogue with law enforcement
officials to reduce the number of violent incidents committed against sex workers by
police officers and improved police response when sex workers experience violence



at the hands of others.

“The International AIDS Conference presents a forum to focus worldwide attention
on human rights abuses against sex workers and the courageous work of HOPS,”
said Joseph Amon, director of the Health and Human Rights Program at Human
Rights Watch (www.hrw.org/health). “Police violence against sex workers increases
their vulnerability to HIV infection and drives them away from care and treatment.”

The Awards for Action on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights were established in 2002 by
the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network and Human Rights Watch. An award is
presented annually to one Canadian and one international recipient. This year’'s
Canadian award was given last month to Ralf Jurgens, a lawyer and international
AIDS and human rights advocate who has worked for more than 25 years to defend
and promote human rights, with a particular focus on the rights of people who use
drugs and people in prison or other closed settings.

To learn more about HOPS, please visit:
e HOPS website: www.hops.org.mk

To learn more about the November 2008 raid and arrest of sex workers, please
visit:

e HOPS video with advocacy organization WITNESS that provides an account
of the raid: http://hub.witness.org/en/upload/sex-workers-rights-macedonia-
you-must-know-about-me-excerpts

e HOPS and WITNESS video that documents the raid:
http://hub.witness.org/en/YMKAM

e Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network and Human Rights Watch December 2008
joint open letter to the government of Macedonia regarding the raid:
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/publicationsdocEN.php?ref=908

To see past recipients of the Award for Action on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights,
please visit:
e Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network website: www.aidslaw.ca/awards

For more information, please contact:

In Vienna, for the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Richard Elliott (English,
French, Spanish): +1-416-898-3313 (mobile)

In Vienna, for Human Rights Watch, Joseph Amon (English): +1-917-519-8930
(mobile)

In Vienna, for the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, David Cozac (English, French,
Spanish): + 44-792-451-1231 (mobile)

In Toronto, for the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Gilles Marchildon (English,
French): +1-416-595-1666 ext. 228
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MAKEOOHWUJA: HBO OB HATPAOA 3A OENYBAHWE BO
OBJIACTA HA XB U HOBEKOBUTE NMPABA

3acmanHuyu Ha npaeama Ha cekcyanHume pabomHuyu U KopucHuUyume Ha
dpoza 6ea HazpadeHu Ha MeryHapoOHama KoHghepeHyuja 3a CULA

(BueHna, 20 jynu, 2010 roguHa) — XOINC — Onumu 3a 34paB XMBOT € AOOUTHMK Ha
MeryHapogHaTta Harpaga 3a XMIB/CUOA n Yosekoswu MNpaea 3a 2010 rogunHa, objaBn geHec
KaHagckata lNpaBHa Mpexa 3a XVB/CUOA n XjymaHn Pajtc Bod (Human Rights Watch).
Harpagata co koja ce oanukyBaaT U3BOHPEOHU MOEAMHLM M opraHmM3aumm kom paboTtaT Ha
3aWTMTa Ha npaBaTta WU AOCTOMHCTBOTO Ha fyre KOW ce MNoA PU3NK UNu BrivjaHue Ha
XMB/CUOA, bewe popeneHa Bo Buena Ha 20 jynu, 2010 roguHa, Ha XVIII MeryHapogHa
KoHdepeHuunja 3a XUB/CUOA.

“CekcyanHute paboTHMUM CEKOjAHEBHO Ce COOYyBaaT CO MpeKpLlyBaka Ha HUBHUTE
4YOBEKOBM MpaBa, BKy4yBajkM U AMCKPUMMHATOPCKO oabuBamwe Ha 34paBCTBEHWU YCIyri,
NPoOun3BOSIHN MNpuBeOyBaka Of CTpaHa Ha nonvumjaTa, ManTpeTupawe, U CeKCcyanHo U
duanyko Hacuncteo,” pede Puuyapa Enuot, msepweH aupektop Ha KaHapgckata [NpasHa
Mpexa 3a XWB/CUMOA (www.aidslaw.ca). “OBaa Harpaga ro notepayBa OrpOMHUOT
npugoHec Ha XOIMNC Bo noTparata nNo npaBAa 3a cCekcyanHuTe paboTHUUM K BO
nogo6pyBakeTO HA HUBHWMOT MpuUcTan A0 34paBCTBEHU, COLMjaliHU U NpaBHK ycryrun.”

MouHyBajkm og 1997 Bo Ckonje, XOrINC ja otBapa npBaTa nNporpama 3a pasmeHa Ha onpema
3a WHjekTupare Bo Makegonmja. OTToraw, ycnewHo CrnpoBedyBa HEKOSKY nporpamu 3a
HamanyBaw€ Ha LUTETW, Ha TOj Ha4MH crpedyBajku ro wupeweto Ha XUB/CUOA n gpyru
CeKcyariHO M KPBHO NpeHocnmeu nHdekumn. Ja nogapxyesa n coumjanHata penHterpaumja un
pe-couujanusauuja Ha MraguTe U paHuBUTE FPYMNnM Kako LUTO Ce KOPUCHWUUUTE Ha apora,
cekcyanHuTe paboTHMLM U HUBHUTE CeMejCTBa.

“UecT Mu e ga ja npumam Harpagata Bo mme Ha XOIC,” usjasu BnaTtko [ekoB, U3BpLUEH
anpektop Ha XOIC. “Topa cym WTO HawuWTe 3anoxbmu npuooHecoa OO0 NMPOMEHM BO
NONIUTUKNTE, U LUTO HALLNTE TEPEHCKN aKTUBHOCTU N OHEBHU LIEHTPU NOTTMKHaa nobe3begHo
OoOHecyBat-€ Kaj MaKeLOHCKUTE cekcyanHu paboTHMUM M noMorHaa BO u3rpagbata Ha
YYBCTBO Ha 3aefHMLUTBO U 3ajakHyBar€ Kaj cekcyanHuTte paboTHMum, nyreTo WTo KopucTart
Aporu, n gpyrute couunjanHo mapruHanmampanu nuua.”

XOlC cnpoBede kamnawa 3a 3acTanyBawe MO nonuumMckaTa pauuja HacovyeHa KOH
cekcyarnHuTte paboTHMUM WTO ce crny4ym Bo HoemBpu 2008. Bnactute HacunHo rm tectmpaa
npusegeHnte, 3a XMB un Xenatut U wn objasnja dotorpachmm u BUOEO CHUMKM Ha
npuBegeHnTe cekcyanHu paboTHuun. Kamnawarta npuBnevye MeryHapoO4HO BHUMaHUE U
OTBOPW Oujanor co nonvumjaTa 3a HamarlyBawe Ha 6pojoT Ha HACWUIHW MHUWOEHTU NPOTUB



cekcyanHute paboTHMUM of nonuuajun, KU M nogobpu NOMUUMCKUTE peakumu npu
HacunNcTeo Bp3 cekcyanHuTe paboTHULM oA TpeTu nuua.

“Co MeryHapogHaTa KoHdepeHuuja 3a CUOA ce HacodyBa CBETCKOTO BHUMaHWE Bp3
3noynoTtpebaTa Ha YOBEKOBUTE NpaBa Ha CeKkcyanHute paboTHMum u xpabpocta Ha XOIlIC,”
peye Llosed EjmoH, aupektop Ha lMporpamata 3a 3gpasje n Yosekosu lNpaBa BO XjymaH
Pajrc Bou (Human Rights Watch - www.hrw.org/health). “lNonuMumckoTo HacuncTeo Bp3
cekcyanHute paboTHMUM ja 3ronemyBa HMBHaTa paHnmMBocT Ha XWB wuHdekumn un m
ojfanedvysa oa MeguLMHCKa rpwxa " TpeTmaH.”

Harpagute 3a genyBawe Bo obnacta Ha XUB/CUOA n yoBekoBu npaBa 6ea BOBeOEeHM BO
2002 rogunHa op KaHagckaTta NpasHa Mpexa 3a XMB/CULOA XjymaH Pajtc Bou. NognwHo ce
jopenyeaat ABe Harpagu u Toa efHa Bo KaHaga a egHa Ha MeryHapO4HO HUMBO.
OBoroavwHaTa kaHagcka Harpaga Gelwe gogeneHa MMHaATMOT Mecel Ha Pand JupreHc,
aZBokaT M 3acTanHuk 3a YoBekosu npaea n CUIA, koj Beke 25 rognHn padotu Bo ogbpaHa
1 NpomMouuja Ha YOBEKOBMUTE MpaBa, Co 0cobeH PoKyC Ha npaBaTa Ha JyreTo Kou KopucrtaT
APOru n NnyreTo BO 3aTBOPWU UNW APYrn 3aTBOPEHM YCTAHOBM.

3a pa po3HaeTe noBeke 3a XOINC, noceTeTe ja:
o Beb cTtpaHarta Ha XOIC: www.hops.org.mk

3a pa po3HaeTe NMoBeKe 3a paumjata U anceweTo Ha ceKkcyanHuTe paboTHMUM BO
HoemBpu 2008 roguHa, Be MONMMe noceTeTe ru:

o Bugeo wusrotBeHo og XOINC wu opraHmsaumjata 3a 4oBeKoBM npaBa ButHec
(WITNESS) koe paBa nperneg Ha HacWnCTBOTO Bp3 CeKCyanHute paboTHMUM:
http://hub.witness.org/en/upload/sex-workers-rights-macedonia-you-must-know-
about-me-excerpts

e Bupeo Ha XOrcC " ButHec Koe ja OOKYMeHTupa pauujata:
http://hub.witness.org/en/YMKAM

o OtBOpeHo nucmo og KaHagckaTta MNpaBHa Mpexa 3a XMB/CUOA v XjymaH Pajtc Bou
0o MakegoHckata Bnaja, BO Bpcka co paumjata og Hoemepn 2008 roguHa:
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/publicationsdocEN.php?ref=908

3a npernea Ha npeTxoaHuTe AoouTHUUM Ha Harpapata 3a genyBawe Ha NMoneTo Ha
XMUB/CUOA n yoBeKOBM NpaBa, noceTeTe ja:
o Beb cajT Ha KaHagckaTa MNpaeHa Mpexa 3a XMB/CUOA: www.aidslaw.ca/awards

3a noBeke nHcopmauun, Be MONIMME KOHTaKTUpajTe He:

Bo BueHa, 3a KaHagckaTa lNpaBHa Mpexa 3a XUB/CUOA, Puyapg EnnoTt (Ha aHrmmcku,
dpaHLyCKM Nnu WNaHCKKM ja3uk): +1-416-898-3313 (MobuneH)

Bo BwueHa, 3a XjymaH Pajtc Bou, Lloszed EjmoH (Ha aHrnuckm jasuk): +1-917-519-8930
(mobuneH)

Bo Buena, 3a KaHagckarta [lNpaBHa Mpexa 3a XVB/CUOA, Oejsng Kosak (Ha aHrnmcku,
dpaHLUyCKn UnK WNaHCKK jasuk): + 44-792-451-1231 (MobuneH)

Bo TopoHTO, 3a KaHagckaTa NpaeHa Mpexa 3a XUB/CUIOA, Kun MapwunaoH (Ha aHrmmckm
nnn opaHLyckn jasuk): +1-416-595-1666 nokan 228
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