Equal Rights for All
In Support of Bill C-279: An Act to Amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code
(Gender Identity)

Dear Senators,

The following organizations, representing a broad cross section of civil society groups from across
Canada, urge the Senate to pass Bill C-279, the Gender Identity Bill, as drafted and without delay, to
ensure that the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Canadian Criminal Code protect the human rights
of all people in Canada.

We recognize the violence and discrimination faced by the trans/transsexual/transgender/ intersex/two-
spirit/gender variant (“trans”) community in Canada. In a recent nationwide survey, 74% of
transgender youth reported experiencing verbal harassment in school, and 37% reported experiencing
physical violence. Transgender individuals in Ontario face unemployment over three times the national
rate and many more are underemployed. As a result of discrimination and bullying, the trans
community faces high rates of mental health issues. Rates of depression are as high as two-thirds;
77% of transgender individuals in Ontario report having considered suicide, and 43% have attempted
suicide at least once.

Given the extreme vulnerability to human rights abuse faced by trans people in Canada, Bill C-279 will
help to prevent discrimination and ensure that those who commit hate crimes are held to account. By
amending the Canadian Human Rights Act and Criminal Code to include gender identity, the Bill will
be an important step in ensuring that trans people have access to the justice and equality for which
Canada is internationally-renowned and for Canada to meet its international human rights obligations.

We support Senator Nolin’s statement that, “if discrimination based on the gender identity of some
prevents them from having an opportunity equal to that of other individuals to make for themselves the
life that they are able and wish to have, to the extent of being a source of prejudice and causing a
strike against the human dignity of those individuals, such discrimination must become prohibited and
in so doing guarantee the equality of rights pledged for all by the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.” And we stand with Senator Mitchell’s statement that, “these are individuals... They are
sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers and they are Canadians and they are our
neighbours...[We can respond] by taking a step to change the lives of these important Canadians who
have been discriminated against psychologically and brutalised violently all too often. We can stand up
and do the right thing.”

We call on the Senate of Canada to pass Bill C-279 to help fully protect the human rights of all people
in Canada.
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