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The Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor

Brooke Claxton Building
70 Colombine Driveway
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0K9

The Honourable David Lametti

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
Department of Justice

284 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A OH8

Dear Ministers:

The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network is pleased to share with you Overdue for a Change:
Scaling Up Supervised Consumption Services in Canada, our in-depth report on a research
project that was undertaken in 2018 to explore the current state of supervised consumption
services (SCS) in Canada, to monitor legal and policy changes affecting SCS, and to identify
facilitators and barriers faced by current and future SCS operators. You may recall that we sent
you a preview summary report in December 2018.

The recommendations in this report have been endorsed by more than 75 health and human
rights organizations Canada-wide, many of which are on the frontlines of the opioid overdose
crisis that is currently raging in our country.

Our research confirms that while remarkable progress has been made in recent years to scale
up SCS, the exceptional legal regime requiring SCS providers to obtain a federal exemption to
protect staff and clients from criminal prosecution continues to limit Canada’s ability to
respond to the current overdose crisis and makes SCS unnecessarily vulnerable to changes in
the political context.

Specifically, this report calls on Canada to normalize SCS by taking the following actions:
e The federal government should decriminalize activities related to personal drug use.

e In the interim, the federal government should grant a class exemption protecting
clients and staff from prosecution for drug possession or for activities (such as drug
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sharing or assisted injection) that may amount to “trafficking” when accessing or
providing SCS that meet minimum required conditions.

e |[f the federal government insists on maintaining a case-by-case SCS exemption process,
it should further streamline the current application requirements and process,
including by creating additional pathways to allow for expedited exemptions to be
issued by provincial/territorial or local health authorities, or the federal minister simply
on the basis of a request from such authorities.

e Other concrete measures, including increased funding, should also be taken by all
levels of government to support community organizations and health care providers to
establish a wide variety of services adapted to the needs of people who use drugs.
Moreover, provincial, territorial and municipal authorities should not impose
conditions for SCS implementation that are not required for other health services or
limit SCS by the enactment of bylaws.

The federal government must take leadership and work with provinces for greater access to
life-saving, health-promoting SCS across the country.

We would be pleased to discuss the report findings and recommendations with you.
Sincerely,
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